Closing Speech for the Crown.
The Attorney-General
bound to give you absolute demonstration, for I doubt whether in
any case at all it is possible to give absolute demonstration without
the danger of want of veracity on the part of some witness; and
at the same time the certainty you will require is one on which
we act in our ordinary dealings in life, a certainty which forms
and determines the actions of each of us from day to day; and in
this case let me remind you that it is a poisoning case; and fet
me at the outset also remind you that I doubt whether throughout
the history of the world the poison cup has been seen to be admin-
istered and known to be the poison cup administered. You will
have to act on evidence sure and certain in other cases, but in a
case of poisoning you will always find a subtlety and an endeavour
to cover up the tracks of so wicked and sinister a crime.
I am going to addiess you now on the matters I have to put
before you. It has been the sincere wish and earnest endeavour
of my learned friends and myself not to press the case unfairly or
unduly—to endeavour to focus your attention upon what is rele-
vant germane to the charge before you, and that endeavour has
been maintained throughout the case, and I will endeavour to
fulfil it now; but I may claim I think that that endeavour has not
been wholly unsuccessful, and that by measured language and by
thoughtful—yes, perhaps sympathetic—consideration for the
prisoner, we have striven to be fair.
Now I must come to the outstanding features of the case which
have altered since I opened the case to you last Monday week.
Then I did not know, as I do now, that it is admitted, as it is
now, that Mrs. Armstrong died of arsenic. That is admitted. I
did not know then, as I do now, that it is admitted that during
the last four days of her life she was stretched upon her bed,
incapable of feeding herself or of taking any nutriment or sub-
stance whatever; and I did not know then that no reliance would
be placed on any question of her taking homoeopathic medicines.
Indeed, through some days last week I thought by some questions
that my learned friend put—the question whether the cupboard in
which the medicines were kept on the mantelshelf would be within
reach of the bed—the question put whether an outstretched hand
from the bed could reach the cupboard, and so on, I did, perhaps
wrongly, surmise that some point was going to be made of the
homoeopathic medicines being taken. That third point has gone.
And, lastly, I did not know, as I do now, that in January, 1920,
the prisoner was possessed of some 2 ounces of arsenic, the balance
of what had been bought in 1919. I did not know that that
remained in the cupboard in the study. I had thought then that
the arsenic of which the prisoner had possession was the arsenic
that was bought in 1921, which I thought was'Represented by that
portion of coloured arsenic. But I know now that, in addition
to the small packet that was found on the prisoner, he had not only
the 2 ounces of arsenic in August that lay in the cupboard, but
that there was found upon him the little quantum of arsenic folded
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